Board of Trustees of Southern Oregon University

RESOLUTION

Honoring the Distinguished Service of

Wittiam D. “Bit’ Chorndike, Jr.

and Conferring of the Title “Emeritus Trustee”

WHEREAS, Mr. William D. “Bill” Thorndike, Jr. served with distinction as a member of the Board of Trustees
(“Board”) of Southern Oregon University (“The University) from 2014 to 2025, having been thrice appointed to the
Board by two Oregon Governors and confirmed by the Oregon Senate;

WHEREAS, at a pivotal juncture in the University's history, Trustee Bill Thorndike served as the inaugural Chair
of the Board of Trustees—for which no precedent existed—and was twice re-elected to this esteemed position with
the unanimous confidence of his fellow Trustees;

WHEREAS, Trustee Bill Thorndike provided unwavering service during his tenure as the Chair of the
Executive, Audit and Governance Committee for three years during his eleven-year tenure on the committee, and
he concurrently served eight of those years as a member of the Finance and Administration Committee;

WHEREAS, Trustee Bill Thorndike skillfully guided the Board and the University through a statewide change
in university governance, three university presidencies, significant strategic planning initiatives, and
fostered a collaborative environment among Trustees and the campus;

WHEREAS, Trustee Bill Thorndike’s service to the University extended far beyond the regular duties and
responsibilities of a Trustee, having chaired nearly 50 SOU Board and committee meetings and attending over 150
meetings;

WHEREAS, Trustee Bill Thorndike was a strong advocate for Southern Oregon University students, utilizing
his extensive governmental relationships, community leadership roles, and business acumen to champion students’
and the University's interests in the Rogue Valley, throughout the State of Oregon, and beyond;

WHEREAS, Trustee Bill Thorndike demonstrated a steadfast commitment to fiscal responsibility, bringing
invaluable business expertise to the Board's financial oversight, overcoming challenging fiscal conditions, and
significantly contributing to the University's fiscal sustainability;

WHEREAS, Trustee Bill Thorndike exhibited visionary thinking and encyclopedic knowledge, consistently
contributing valuable perspectives to Board discussions concerning the future direction and strategic growth of the
University;

WHEREAS, Trustee Bill Thorndike consistently demonstrated high moral character, integrity, and professionalism
in his responsibilities as a Trustee;

WHEREAS, Trustee Bill Thorndike’s profound, decades-long commitment to Southern Oregon University
extended beyond the Board, evidenced by his receipt of the SOU President’s Medal in 1996—the highest honor the
University bestows on individuals; and

WHEREAS, it is fitting that, in recognition and gratitude for his immeasurable contributions to the history
and perpetuity of the Board and the University, that Trustee Bill Thorndike be posthumously granted the
title, “Emeritus Trustee;” Now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of Southern Oregon University acknowledges William D.
Thorndike, Jr.'s exemplary service, leadership, and friendship to the University, and confers upon him the title
“Emeritus Trustee,” posthumously;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution shall be framed and presented to his family as
an enduring expression of the Board of Trustees’ deep gratitude and love for the University’s late, great, Trustee
and beloved friend, Bill Thorndike.

Adopted by the Board of Trustees of Southern Oregon University on April 18, 2025
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